University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-10-1988

El Salvador: Report Of Military Raid On
Cooperative Assistance Foundation
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "El Salvador: Report Of Military Raid On Cooperative Assistance Foundation." (1988).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/1308

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 075415
ISSN: 1089-1560

El Salvador: Report Of Military Raid On Cooperative
Assistance Foundation
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, February 10, 1988
On Feb. 1, Cesar Rafael Mejia, director of planning and projects for FUNPROCOOP (Foundation
for the Promotion of Cooperatives) was released from prison. He was captured on Jan. 27 by the
National Guard during a raid on the FUNPROCOOP offices in San Salvador, followed by a raid
on his home. On Jan. 27, ten uniformed National Guardsmen positioned themselves in front of
the offices of the Ecumenical Coordination of Service and Humanitarian Assistance in El Salvador
(DIACONIA), located in a building owned by the Archdiocese of San Salvador, some 400 meters
from the Foundation offices, and 100 meters from the seminary building which houses the offices of
the Archbishop, Tutela Legal and other departments of the Roman Catholic Church. (DIACONIA
is a joint effort by the Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Baptist and Lutheran churches). The raid of
Foundation offices continued for four hours, while the search of Mejia's home lasted from 8 p.m.
until 2 a.m. Mejia was taken to National Guard headquarters, and then brought before the judge
of the 3rd Criminal Court in San Salvador on Jan. 29 to "make declarations." Mejia denied before
the judge the contents of a statement he was forced to sign while being held by the Guard. He
was later sent to the prison in Santa Ana, some 70 km. from San Salvador. On Jan. 30, three other
members of FUNPROCOOP, including the institution's lawyer who was present during the raid,
were called before the judge to "make declarations" about the actions by security forces. On Feb. 1,
the judge issued an order for Mejia's release. Cooperatives in El Salvador have long been targets of
harassment and attack. On March 24, 1987, Angel Noyola, president of the Cooperative Association
of Arcatao which FUNPROCOOP assists, was arrested and held for four days. On May 1, 1987,
seven FUNPROCOOP members from cooperative associations in Chalatenango department were
detained near El Paraiso while en route to a May Day march in San Salvador. A total of 47 peasants
from the La Laguna area of Chalatenango were removed from buses and detained that same day.
Photographs were taken of all persons detained. At 5 p.m. that evening all but three were released.
The remaining three were released on May 5. Jose Antonio Lopez Cruz, one of the 47 detained
on May 1, was taken from his home in Los Prados, jurisdiction of La Laguna, Chalatenango, by
soldiers during the night of June 13, 1987. They slashed him with a machete, left him for dead, and
raped his wife. He was rescued and taken to Hospital Rosales in San Salvador where he recovered.
Pascual Jose Guevara and Jose Lino Rivera, both members of FUNPROCOOP in Los Guevaras,
La Laguna, Chalatenango, were arrested by soldiers on June 23, 1987. They were taken to the old
offices of the state phone compnay, ANTEL, in La Laguna, and then transferred by helicopter to
army barracks in Chalatenango. Guevara is a member of the cooperative's credit committee; Lino
Rivera is a member of the security commission of the same cooperative. They were released a week
later. FUNPROCOOP contends that the security forces acted illegally in their Jan. 27 attack against
a non-governmental, non-profit organization which provides humanitarian assistance to needy
communities. FUNPROCOOP is a member of an ecumenical coordination commission. [02/05/88
newsbrief, CUANES/El Salvador (Christian Urgent Action Network for Emergency Support/El
Salvador)]
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